
WASHINGTON.

—

The final confirmation by the senate of Drs. Smith and Verdi as mem-

bers of the National Board of Health enabled that body to hold a full meeting,
with all its members present, excepting Dr. Bowditch, on April 2d, which
resulted in the following election of officers : Dr. Jas. L. Cabell, president,
Dr. J. S. Billings, vice-president; Dr. T. J. Turner, secretary; executive com-

mittee : Drs. Cabell, Billings, Turner, Smith, and Bailhache. The meetings
were held continually for four days, when the board adjourned to meet May
1st at Atlanta, Ga. During their session they decided to appoint a commis-
sion to investigate personally the yellow fever in Cuba, and to act at an early
date. They also agreed upon the provisions of a bill to promote the public
health, and to prevent the introduction of contagious and infectious diseases,
providing for a rigid quarantine, etc. ; this bill being referred to the senate
committee will probably receive discussion and modification before its final
adoption, and its provisions have not yet been published.
—

Senate bill No. 267, authorizing the National Board of Health to inves-
tigate and report upon infectious and contagious diseases in food animals, has
been referred to the committee on agriculture, and no report has yet been made
upon it.

—

Senate bill 284 authorizes Wm. J. Wilson, assistant surgeon United States
army, to receive from the Khedive of Egypt a decoration for gallantry in bat-
tle in the action near Gara, Abyssinia, March 7, 1876.

LETTER FROM ST. LOUIS.
Taxation of Physicians. — Prostitution.— Medical Education.

—

Arsenic in
Tetanus.

Mr. Editor,
—

One of the subjects that, during the past winter, has in-
terested the medical fraternity in St. Louis has been an ordinance imposing a

tax of twenty-five dollars a year, irrespective of income, upon the physicians
practicing in the city. Meetings were held expostulating with the council,
and petitions were addressed to the state legislature asking that they should
interfere to prevent the enforcement or passage of such an ordinance. The
ordinance was opposed by the profession on the ground that it was unjust to
tax an occupation which included so large a proportion of charity work, and
which by its charity saved the city so much expense. It was also opposed by
some upon the ground that it was a tax upon brains. These arguments had
no weight with the enlightened members of our city council ; they held that the
privilege of practicing medicine in St. Louis was worth twenty-five dollars a

year. The state legislature, however, has passed a law prohibiting any city or

town in Missouri from enacting any ordinance levying a yearly tax upon the
professions of law, medicine, the ministry, or teaching. A protest has been
made by the city authorities, claiming that the legislature has no right to make
such a law, and that by so doing it infringes upon the rights of the city.
Whether this objection is valid or not remains to be seen.

Yesterday a number of amendments to our city charter were submitted to
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the people ; among them was one for the regulation of houses of prostitution
and assignation. It was couched in language which was suggestive only of
good, but the idea prevailed that it was a wolf in sheep's clothing, and that
regulate meant license. Only about one twelfth of the voters voted, but the re-

sult was 4700 for to 7000 against. It is to be hoped that some active measures

will be taken against this vice or crime, whichever one may choose to call it.
It is thought by many who are qualified to judge that our present laws are

ample, and that the fault has been not with the laws but with those who ex-

ecuted them ; for from the repeal of our social evil law until a few months
ago there seems to have been no effort to suppress prostitution in this city.
The regular medical colleges have just held their commencement exercises,

the Missouri College graduating eighty-seven and the St. Louis College fifty-
eight students. The valedictory address to the graduates of the St. Louis
Medical College was made by Dr. E. H. Gregory. That to the graduates of
the Missouri Medical College was made by Dr. P. G. Robinson.
The three years' course of study is rapidly gaining popularity here ; thir-

teen of the graduates of the St. Louis Medical College had taken the three
years' course, which amounts to about nine months of actual attendance every
year in that institution. At the end of the first year they have written exam-

inations in chemistry and anatomy, at the end of the second in materia medica
and physiology, and at the end of the third in the remaining studies ; this
course also includes a compulsory course of practical analytical chemistry in
the laboratory. The favor with which this is received is evinced by the fact
that during the first and second days that the books were open for matricula-
tion between forty and fifty students gave in their names for the three years'
course. This is a step in the right direction, and will undoubtedly tend to
elevate the profession in the West.
At a recent meeting of our medical society Dr. J. T. Hodgen attracted the

attention of its members to the treatment of tetanus by arsenic, a practice
which he had followed for some years, and which had yielded better results in
his hands than any other line of treatment. He begins with the usual dose,
increasing it rapidly to as large an amount as the patient can bear.

The following are some of the cases treated in this manner, which were

under his sole charge, or were seen by him in consultation : Case I. G. S.,
aged fifteen years. Contused wound of scalp. Trismus and opisthotonos.
Spasms recurred frequently during a period of three weeks. Fowler's solution
in five-drop doses every two hours. Over two ounces were taken. Recovery.
Drs. A. S. Barnes and J. T. Hodgen. Case II. Boy, fourteen years old.
Wound from nail in boot. Cauterized the wound freely ; after trismus was

present to a marked degree began the use of Fowler's solution in large doses.
Recovery. Case III. C. C, seventeen years old. Trifling wound of knee.
Trismus and opisthotonos. Chloral had been given, then Fowler's solution.
He was removed to the City Hospital, and the arsenic continued. Recovery.
Drs. Frazier and Hodgen. Case IV. Boy. Scald of both legs. Fowler's
solution and chloral. Recovery. Drs. Fairbrother and Hodgen. Case V.
J. D., forty years old. Fracture of left thigh, first and fourth metatarsal bones
of left foot and left clavicle, with scalp wound. Trismus. Third day began to
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take Fowler's solution ; no other medicine was administered. Recovery. Case
VI. Boy, fifteen years old. Gunshot wound of left arm. Extreme opisthotonos
and trismus. Arsenic. Recovery. Drs. Mudd and Green. Case VII. Man,
thirty years old. Finger cut by a saw. Trismus ; not a severe case. Arsenic
was administered, and the case resulted in recovery. Dr. Mudd.

These are some of the cases treated by arsenic. All traumatic ; all resulted
in recovery. There have been, of course, fatal cases where arsenic has been
used, but death has always occurred in the first thirty-six hours.

SHORT COMMUNICATIONS.
DR. WILLIAM F. STEVENS.

At a meeting of the Middlesex East District Medical Society, held at Woburn, April 2,
1879, the committee appointed to prepare proper resolutions on the death of the late Dr.
William F. Stevens, of Stoneham, presented the following, which the society voted to accept,
and authorized the secretary to send a copy to Mrs. Stevens, and to the Boston Medical and
Surgical Journal for publication :

—

To Mrs. Dr. William F. Stevens, Stoneham, Mass.
Dear Friend,

—

The members of the Middlesex East District Society, along with many
others, wish to condole with you in the great loss we have recently sustained in the death
of Dr. Stevens. To the younger members of this society he was specially endeared by nu-
merous acts of kindness and professional courtesy, and by all of us the loss will be severely
felt in the future.
As physicians, we desire to put on record the opinion that no one ever surpassed him in a

due regard for the rights of his fellow practitioners. His was indeed the soul of honor,
" without fear and without reproach," who scorned to take an unfair advantage of a rival
practitioner, and studied to save the feelings of others even at the sacrifice of his own.
We desire also to record our admiration of his great skill and remarkable fidelity to duty

—

a fidelity which knew neither rich nor poor, but only suffering humanity.
Nor will we soon forget the moral beauty of his character, which reflected its lustre on the

profession to which we are proud to belong. It shall be our duty and privilege to " keep
his memory green,"

—

an example for all time of what a good physician should be.
A true copy, attest : J. Richmond Barss, Secretary.

BLOOD-CELL COUNTING.
Mr. Editor,

—

I hope you will allow me to suggest to your readers some points in refer-
ence to instruments for blood counting, as some misapprehension may arise from a hasty
reading of the article by Drs. Henry and Nancrede contained in the Journal for April
10th. In the Malasscz and Gowers patterns of instruments for blood counting it is proper
to admit the existence, first, of errors of instrument, which affect comparative results. These
may be unequal depth of cell or want of uniformity in the calibre of the capillary tube used
as a cell, unequal ruling of fines, and also want of uniformity of the surface of their cover-
ing glasses. Second, of errors of method in the practical use of these instruments, which
affect comparative results; these may arise from those errors which occur in experiments
upon a single specimen of blood. The only important errors of this kind occur from an

imperfect cleaning of the blood pipette; from the fact that the lumen of the tube may con-
tain moisture, and that all the blood has not been blown from the blood pipette into the
artificial serum ; also, as stated by these writers, from gravitation of corpuscles contained in
a drop too large for the cell.
The errors of the first class are those which in a well-made instrument are so trifling that

they may be disregarded ; those of the second are not so easy to avoid or calculate, but with
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